Benchmarks

Although the articles in this issue touch on diverse subjects, all seek to come to
terms with the historical specificity of our “post-millennial” era. Raoul Eshelman
strikingly confirms the analytic value of his aesthetic concept of performatism in his
extensively documented analysis of recent Berlin architecture. In Adam Katz’s first
article for Anthropoetics, the question of Jewish/Israeli “normalization” is the
occasion of a rethinking of the originary hypothesis, including a redefinition of the
concept of “sacrifice,” that sheds new light on the dilemmas of contemporary
politics in the Middle East and elsewhere. Dawn Perlmutter pursues her interest in
the sacrificial elements of our culture with a richly documented parallel study of
recent American Satanism and contemporary terrorism. The issue concludes with a
dialogue between Ammar Abdulhamid and myself, largely focused on the Middle
East, that resonates with some of the considerations in Katz’s article.
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